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Winter remains 
on strike. B6 


State outsources license upgrade work 


MEET: 


By ERIN GOLDEN 
erin.golden@startribune.com 


Enterprises, a firm that has 
helped manage drivers licens- 
ing services in other states. In 


“There are few services in 
state government as important 
or fundamental in the lives and 


istration System (MNLARS) was 
rolled out inJuly after a decade of 
work, only toimmediately cause 
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Latest ballistic Followingthe bumpy rollout a statement, the leaders of the businessesofMinnesotansthan delays andconfusion at licensing 

missile launch of a new vehicle licensing sys- two departments said they obtaining a driver’s license.” offices around the state. 

shows Pyongyang tem, the state of Minnesota is expect the company will help The announcement comes Minnesotans and deputy reg- | 29932574 

could reach Wash- hiring a private firm for similar ensure Minnesota is ready to two weeks after Gov. Mark istrars who run licensing offices Wy it; AF 

we upgrades toits drivers licensing begin issuing new licenses that Dayton and Minnesota IT Ser- havereported ongoing problems tis Real ID? A federal star 


operations. 

Officials with Minnesota IT 
Services and the state Depart- 
ment of Public Safety said 
Tuesday that they’ve signed a 
$26 million contract with Fast 


comply with the federal Real ID 
law by October 2018. 

“Tt is important to get this 
done right and get it done on 
time,” said Public Safety Com- 
missioner Mona Dohman. 


vices Commissioner Thomas 
Baden publicly apologized for 
problems that have plagued the 
state’s new vehicle licensing sys- 
tem for months. The first part of 
the Minnesota License and Reg- 


with transferring specialty plates, 
delays in processing vehicle titles 
and glitches with annual vehicle 
tabrenewals. Though some prob- 
lems have been fixed, others are 

See LICENSES on A7 > 


dard for license information that 
state lawmakers must adopt. 


Why? If Minnesota misses the 
deadline, residents will needa 
passport or other enhanced ID 
to pass airport security. 
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Consumer agency h dl e 
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Air Force finds Holdouts get behind plan; 
gun lapses full vote could be this week. 
Dozens of crimi- 
nals left out of gun By ALAN RAPPEPORT 
database. A2 and THOMAS KAPLAN 
New York Times 
Mixed verdict 
on Benghazi WASHINGTON - Senate 
Militant convicted Republicans took a significant 
of terrorism but step toward passing a sweeping 
not murder in tax overhaul on Tuesday, with 
Embassy attack. A4 a key panel giving its approval 
and several wavering senators 
indicating they would support 
COCATNEWS the tax ee helping clece 
Settlement in the way for full Senate consid- 
Castile’s death eration later this week. 
Diamond Reynolds Passage of the tax overhaul, 
to receive $800,000, which seemed uncertain on 
largely from St. Monday, strengthened consid- 
Anthony. B1 erably on Tuesday after the Sen- 
ate Budget Committee voted 
Hot lunch in along party lines to advance 
Stewartville the plan. A flurry of last-min- 
School district ute deal making helped garner 
votes for hot the support ofa few Republican 
lunches for all stu- lawmakers who had expressed 
dents. B1 A majestic 44-foot Black Hills spruce was lifted out of Bob Brass’ front yard to take up residence at City Hall. concerns about the $1.5 trillion 
package, including its treatment 
of small businesses and its effect 
MONS on the deficit. 
Wolves fall in O a anne n au I | | The rapid turnaround under- 
final seconds ’ lines the pressure Republicans 
Wizards trail early, face to pass atax cut and notch a 


surge at the end of Pete Turok knew his hunt for the Anoka found teamsetouttofindanevergreen center- significant legislative victory in 
92-89 victory. C1 perfect conifer had ended as soon as piece worthy of the suburb’s Christmas their first year controlling both 
he pulled into the quiet Anoka neigh- the right tree tree lighting — a task that has taken on Congress and the White House. 
Confidence borhood. . greater urgency in recent years. Beefed- To help push the effort forward, 
high vs. Miami There, towering above a split-level tO supersize up marketing has transformed Anoka’s See TAX on A5» 
Gophers men take house, stood his showstopper. . i modest community get-together of sev- 
heart in win over “I swear a light was shining down its Christmas eral hundred people into an event that 
Alabama. C1 on top of that tree and a chorus was li htin draws as many as 10,000 holiday revel- 
singing,” said Turok, a self-proclaimed 8 8 ers from across the metro. KI ob h 
“Christmas nut” who has been with the “This thing has absolutely gone nuts, uc ar 
BUSINESS Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce for Story by HANNAH so the need for a really nice tree has š 
Fed’s Powell: 30 years. “In my tenure, this is the best COVINGTON increased,” Turok said. urges action 
Stay on course tree we've ever had.” Photo by JERRY HOLT Theevergreen chosen this year comes 
Trump’s pick said Inthe Halloween capital of the world, Star Tribune staff from the front yard of Bob Brass, who l d b 
he would largely it’s Christmas that Turok finds himself saw a small write-up in the newspaper in on eider apuse 
continue Fed’s cur- longing for. Every year, Turok and his See TREE on A7> 
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Millennials 

as parents 

One frustrated 
mom built an app 
for moms — a mil- 
lennial move. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 

Utah’s Great Salt 
Lake is vanish- 
ing, and human 
consumption is to 
blame, scientists 
find. A2 


Buffalo Wild Wings drama ends with $2.9B sale 


Golden Valley-based chain is sold to the owner of Arby’s. 


By EVAN RAMSTAD 
evan.ramstad@startribune.com 


Buffalo Wild Wings, the Min- 
nesota-grown beer and wings 
chain that drew hungry sports 
fans and delighted investors for 
years, is being sold in a $2.9 bil- 
lion deal to the owner of Arby’s 
and other fast food chains. 

The deal, announced Tues- 
day, comes after three years 
of slower growth and greater 
profit pressures at the Golden 
Valley-based company, which 
had been one of the fastest 
growing restaurant chains in the 


United States from 2003 to 2014. 

It happened less than six 
months after an activist investor 
won strategic control of Buffalo 
Wild Wings by touting a plan 
to double or triple its value in 
the next four years. Instead, the 
company’s stock plunged this 
summer and fall. 

Roark Capital Group, an 
Atlanta investment firm that 
owns many sizable fast food 
chains, agreed to pay $157 a share 
for Buffalo Wild Wings, or about 
$2.Abillion. That is about where 
the stock was before activist 

See WILD WINGS on A6 > 


New owner: Experts at breathing new life into chains. D1 + 


RICHARD TSONG-TAATARII « rtsong-taatarii@startribune.com 
The Kugler family eats at the Southdale Buffalo Wild Wings a 
few times a month. Hannah, 5, sized up her meal on Tuesday. 


Lee Schafer: Activist Mick McGuire exits with little gain. D1 


By CHRIS SERRES 
chris.serres@startribune.com 


The federal agency that 
regulates nursing homes must 
take more aggressive steps to 
prevent and respond to violent 
crimes and other forms of abuse 
in senior care facilities, U.S. Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar said Tuesday. 

In a letter to the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Ser- 
vices, the Minnesota Democrat 
cited a five-day, Star Tribune spe- 
cial report published this month 
that detailed repeated failures 
by regulators to investigate inci- 
dents of criminal abuse in senior 
care homes across Minnesota. 

The report found that hun- 
dreds of vulnerable residents at 
senior care centers are beaten, 
sexually assaulted or robbed 
each year. Yet the vast major- 
ity of these incidents are never 
investigated, and the perpetra- 
tors typically go unpunished. 
The series also highlighted how 
abuse victims and their families 

See KLOBUCHAR on A5> 
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